
CIV E 240 SYLLABUS
COURSE NAME: Technical Communications- CIV E 240
DETAILS: 1 hour lectures, 2/1 hours Seminar 
TERM: Winter

COURSE DESCRIPTION

*2 (fi 8) (second term, 1-2S-0) Written and oral communications in civil engineering; lectures and practice on
presentation of oral and written reports, including technical proposals; progress reports; field inspection
reports; consulting reports; and coverage of elements of ethics, equity, concepts of sustainable development
and environmental stewardship, public and worker safety and health considerations including the context of
the Alberta Occupational Health and Safety Act. Seminars and practice in developing effective search
strategies for technical information. A written report must be submitted by each student.

The objectives of this course are to provide an introduction to solving civil and environmental engineering
problems and communicating the findings. Specifically, students will be introduced to:

1. Aspects of engineering design -- including problem formulation, problem solving, optimization, and
              making decisions and/or recommendations.

2. Solving engineering problems encompassing several discipline areas: geotechnical, water resources,
               structural, construction, transportation, and environmental engineering.

3. Reporting and communicating the technical findings using proposals, technical memorandums, oral
              presentations, and formal technical reports.

REQUIRED MATERIAL
Text and References (Mandatory):
- Readings will be available on eClass.
- Your writing is a required text in this course. For many assignments and activities, I will ask you to read
over work that you have already written.
- Your classmates’ writing in a required text in this course. For many assignments, you will read and provide
feedback on each other’s work.
- To be able to participate in this course, you need to bring your own laptop/tablet. If you do not own one,
you can borrow it from the library: https://www.library.ualberta.ca/services/equipment-lending.

Text and References (Recommended):
Nadasdi, Terry, and Stéfan Sinclair. SpellCheckPlusPro. Nadaclair Language and Technologies, 2012.
Web. http://pro.spellcheckplus.com/. (I recommend that you use this online software program on every final
draft in this course. It will assist you to check your spelling and grammar although you will want to proofread
carefully, as well). A subscription costs $14.99 a year, but as a U of A student, you can receive a special
rate of $30 for four years. Access this discount at http://pro.spellcheckplus.com/promo/?pcode=uofa4.)
You are asked to bring your laptop to work in class; I also strongly recommend bringing a USB flash drive to
every class to save any work you create during the class period (or you can save your work on Google
Drive).
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CLASS  DATE READINGS ASSIGNMEN
1. | Jan7 | Firstday of class, no readings assigned
2. | Janid « Grant - Active Reading to Course work: Reverse
Understand outiine exercise due
«  Rau~- Ch.17: Principles for before class
successful email (in Writing for
Engineering and Science Students,
pp. 163-176)
OWL - Introduction to Rhetoric
3. | Jan21 « Coolidge Toker and Giblin — Course work: Email due
Chapter 3: Professional Writing (in | before class
Technical Writing for
Environmental Engineers, pp.33-
38)
«  Weatherford — Ch. 2: Writing for
Real People to Read (in Technical
Writing for Engineering
Professionals, pp. 7-14)
4. | Jan28 « Weatherford — Ch. 13 Ethics (in
Technical Writing for Engineering
Professionals pp. 195-207)
«  Weatherford — Ch. 17 Writing
Styles (in Technical Writing for
Engineering Professionals pp. 253-
300)
5. | Febd « Bloch — Plagiarism across Course work
Cultures: Is There a Difference? | paraphrasing/summarizing
exercise due before class
6. | Feb11 |Noreadings assigned Informative Report - Draft
1 due before class
Feb 18 | READING WEEK, NO CLASS
7. | Feb25 «  Muray — Making Meaning Clear
The Logic of Revision
Informative Report — Final
draft (graded) due by
11:55 pm
8 | Mar3 « Silva— On the Ethical Treatment of

L2 Writers

Rafoth — English for Those Who
Think They Already Know It
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10.

9.1

12.

13.

Mar 10
Mar 17
Mar 24
Mar31 | N/A
Apr7 | NA
April 17 | NIA

Yates and Daniel Castro-Lacouture
—Ch. 1 Importance of
Understanding Sustainability in
Engineering Design and
Construction Operations (in
Sustainability in Engineering
Design and Construction pp. 1-21)

Silyn-Roberts — Ch. 19 A Seminar
or Conference Presentation (in
Writing for science and
engineering: papers, presentations
and reports, Second edition, pp.
199-203)

Silyn-Roberts — Ch. 17: Revising
(in Writing for science and
engineering: papers, presentations
and reports, Second edition, pp.
231-250)

Analytical Report — Draft 1
due before class

Analytical Report — Draft 2
due before class

Presentations due —
submit your slides before
class

Presentations due —
submit your slides before
class

Analytical Report — Final
draft (graded) due by
11:55 pm




